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SEERAH WEEK 2013
I ask dua that you are all well and in
the best of health and eemaan.
Alhamdulillah as we move forward
into 2013 I pray that the school is
able to prosper and provide the best
education for your children. May
their education be beneficial to them
in this world and the hereafter.
Ameen.
Alhamdulillah it gives me great
pleasure to bring to you our second
issue of AAGS newsletter.
MashaAllaah students have
contributed articles towards the
newsletter to keep you up to date
with the many activities that they
have been involved in. A special
thank you to Thahlima Sharmin (11A),
Maha Al-Haddad (8A) and Medina
Adam (8A) for helping with the design
and layout.

‘Learning to love the beloved’
A man once came to the Messenger of Allah S and asked, ‘When will
the last hour come?’ He s said, ‘What have you prepared for it?’ The
man replied I have not prepared a lot of fasting, prayer or charity for it,
but I love Allah and his Messenger.’ The Messenger of Allah s said,’
you will be with the one you love.’
Alhamdulillah, AAGS arranged an exciting week of activities and
events in honour Our Beloved Messenger Muhammad s. The theme of
the Seerah week was ‘Learning to love the Beloved ‘. The aim of the
Seerah week was to encourage us to appreciate the legacy the
Messenger of Allah s left behind and understand why he is deserving
of our utmost love and devotion.
Students prepared mini workshops displaying and exhibiting the
accomplishments and sunnah of the Messenger of Allah s. Poetry and
durood competitions were highlights of the week.
We pray that Allah accepts our efforts and allows us to reap maximum
benefits from such an auspicious event.

Apa Karima
Islamic Co-Ordinator

Four students from Year 9 were nominated to attend Queen
Mary’s University for Maths master classes between 29th
September and 1st December 2012. We were taught various
topics such as: ‘numbers and rumbas’ we learnt how music
relates to numbers; probability and puzzles , we worked out solutions to puzzles using
probability; we discovered a whole new world about circles (and watched Donald Duck!); from
Pirelli to Panasonic. Amazing how television and car tyres relate to Maths! It was a wonderful
experience and we hoped that it could have lasted longer.

I enjoyed going to Queen
Mary University. It was very
interesting. The topics we
studied were all relevant to our
learning and it was an
enjoyable experience. I was
introduced to different
methods of teaching which
helped me learn even more.
Ruweydah Gacal –Year 9B

Attending Queen Mary University was
the only reason I woke up early on a
Saturday morning! I was amazed at the
fact that I actually wanted to get up
early to study Maths, instead of
sleeping!
Aimen Rehman –Year 9B

I found Queen Mary
absolutely amazing. I
loved the experience
and I hope future
students will enjoy it as
much as I did!
Rabia Ahmed – Year 9B

Queen Mary was fabulous!
Both the lessons and walking
around the building was a
great experience. I would love
to be able to study at the
University. I never thought
that I would have the
opportunity to visit the
University. Visiting Queen
Mary has made me very
determined to study there
when I go to University.
Hafiza Ahmed – Year 9A

On 21st November 2012 Year 7 visited
the “Centre of the Cell”, which is an
interactive science education centre,
based in a working bio-medical
research laboratory at Queen Mary
University of London. We visited the
laboratory in order to learn about
cells in Biology. We played games
which helped us to learn about cells
and their functions. I enjoyed the
game about skin grafting, and how it
was done, as I did not know about
this before. It was a very good
experience as we got to try it for
ourselves. I also enjoyed playing the
game in which we had to make and
grow cells. It was really nice to work
with scientists. We attended a show
which took place in a ball like place
which represented a sixteen cell
embryo. At the end we went to the
souvenir shop and bought some
goodies. Although it was very cold
and everyone was tired from walking,
we still enjoyed the trip. Overall it
was a very fun and enjoyable day
with lots of learning.

AAGS 2012 Open Day was held in
November 2012. Alhamdulillah there
was a really great turnout of people!
I enjoyed taking part in experiments
held by the Science Department. I
met quite a few visitors and was able
to interact with them. All around the
school it was clear to see the effort
made by the departments and how
hard they had worked to display the
teaching and learning at AAGS. The
Aalimah/Islamic Studies/Hifz
department like many other
departments was really informative.
They had their kitabs/textbooks and
exercise books out on display. This
was fantastic as it gave parents a
chance to get an insight into the
subjects.
Samiya Haque - 11A

Aishah Shahzad - 7B

Technology moves at lightning speed and will continue transforming our lives. New gadgets, websites
and apps appear every day and with children going online at an earlier age and spending increasing
amounts of time in their digital world, challenges can arise. It’s not surprising that some parents feel
overwhelmed at times, trying to encourage, protect and give their children access to the tools and
knowledge available – be they toddlers or teens.
With this in mind I would like to direct parents to an informative magazine which I hope will provide
useful information as to how we can protect our children from the technology available nowadays.
Please use the following link to access the information
http://www.vodafone.com/content/index/parents.html
R. Adam

On 23rd November 2012 AAGS arranged a careers event for Year 10 & Year 11 students. Before the event we
visited a nearby restaurant for lunch. This was a wonderful opportunity for us to relax with friend and
teachers before the main event. When we arrived we made ourselves comfortable. The hall was admirable
and highly ornate. Not only was it a treat for us, but it was nice to see the teachers happy and having a good
time. There was a large variety of food. After lunch we prayed Dhuhr salaah and made our way back to
school.

It was wonderful to listen to people from different careers talk about their
profession. This certainly gave us an idea about the different career options
that we can choose from. We also had an opportunity to find out about Sixth
Form colleges and about the application process. Among the guests was
Navdeep, a girl from the television series Young Apprentice. It was a good
opportunity to speak to her. At the end of the talk we were given time to visit
the
the speakers’ stalls, and ask them any questions. A variety of people come from different colleges such as ; Seven Kings
Sixth Form, New Vic, Central Foundation and Sir John Cass to name just a few were at hand to answer our questions
and provide more information. The careers day will definitely be a day to remember, as it inspired us all to take a step
further in life and gave us the opportunity to think about our future. I appreciate everything that was done for us and
on behalf of Yr 10 & Yr 11 students I would like to thank everyone at AAGS for arranging this event.

Saima Ahmed - 11B

As we have all come to know, it’s that time
of year again, the realisation that time is
ticking for Year 11 students as we come
closer to leaving AAGS. The last official day
for Year 11 students is Friday, 26th April
2013.

This may bring joy to some and sorrow to
others, either way life at AAGS is almost over.
A word of advice to all students is to take
advantage of all the knowledge you have
gained. Appreciate all the help you have
received from your teachers and work hard
for your GCSE exams. Remember; once we
leave AAGS ensure that Deen never leaves
our hearts. Thalima Sharmin - 11A

Virtues of Durood
Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah t narrates that the Messenger of Allah s said ‘He who invokes blessings on
me once, Allah sends ten blessings upon him.’ (Muslim)
“The people who will be nearest to me on the Day of Resurrection will be those who supplicate Allah more
often for me.” (At-Tirmidhi)
“There is not one of you who send his greetings upon me except that Allah returns the soul to my body
and I return his greeting.” (Abu Dawood)-(Extract from Halaqa Circle)

ANTI BULLYING WEEK
19th – 23rd November 2012

Students in Year 9A were fortunate enough to be
chosen to visit the Red Gallery on the 29th
November 2012. At the gallery we were given a
warm welcome and introduced to the staff at the
Gallery.
The Three Faiths Forum ran an art exhibition at the
Red Gallery. The art work was produced by
members of different faith groups to display how
communities can work together.
After a brief introduction, we were each given a
trail to follow which we could fill in as we went
through the different areas in the gallery. We were
split into two groups, and each had a guide.
The main centrepiece in the gallery was a large
tapestry made up of all sorts of things from
different backgrounds, religions and cultures. Most
of the things added were things dearest to the
people who donated them. Things such as a dream
weaver, a prayer mat, rosary beads, badges, fridge
magnets and different types of objects were seen.
Overall, it was very impressive.
After seeing a few more exhibits, we were given
about twenty minutes to have lunch. After viewing
some more art work, both groups came together
for Zuhr prayer. We then had a chance to draw an
imaginary house, to add to the fictional town on
the wall, and see each other’s work.
We had an opportunity to discuss the day’s event
once we returned to school.
Anisa Patel - 9A

Students at AAGS took part in Anti Bullying
week in November 2012. Teachers and
students discussed the harmful effects of
bullying, what to do if we are being bullied and
how our words and actions can cause others to
be upset or distressed.
A poster competition was also held and pupils
had an opportunity to be as creative as
possible. Year 10A students were winners of
this competition.
Overall the message was that we need to
stamp out bullying at AAGS. It was a good time
to socialise and understand the consequences
of bullying.

Thalima Sharmin - 11A

Alhamdulillah, with the support of students and
parents AAGS managed to raise £750 towards
sponsoring an Orphan. The cheque was presented to
a representative from Muslim Aid. The representative
provided us with information about the orphans. Their
names are Rorky Lors age 6 from Cambodia and
Zeenath Sardar age 7 from India.
Both the orphans have had a difficult time after the
loss of their dads and were unable to live a good life
or have a good education. InshaAllaah our
sponsorship will help them.
Zaynah - 8C

AAGS arranged for 2 police officers to attend sessions to share with us the important message of keeping safe. The
officers also talked about their work, uniform and roles. Most importantly, they talked to us about keeping safe
outside school and overall safety. The Officers told us the precautions we need to take in order to ensure our safety
at all times. They also told us how to react and steps we need to take should we experience any problems. We
had an opportunity to ask questions. The visit by the officers was really good as it made us more aware of the
dangers around us.
We are glad that the two police officers came because we feel as though we have been alerted about keeping
ourselves safe. It was an interesting and worthwhile talk.
Sumiya Islam 11B

On the 29

th

November Year 10

students visited the Globe Theatre,
located near London Bridge. It is where
Shakespeare practiced most of his
plays. We started our day feeling very
excited but at the same time anxious
as most of us had not been there
before so we had no idea what was in
store for us.
The weather was very chilly and bitter;
however, we did not let it ruin our day.
We travelled there by bus and train
and alighted at London Bridge station.
Once we reached the theatre we
stared in amazement at the very fine
and historic globe. The first thing we
realised was that there was no roof!
The Globe theatre looked shockingly
old and the theme was very old too.
We were we excited as we got to see
where Shakespeare’s plays were
practiced. The staff at the theatre
gave us a warm welcome and took us
on a tour of the theatre.

Our guide introduced to us the theatre and even
allowed us to go backstage. We also performed on
stage; although it was quite embarrassing we had a
good laugh about it. We were then taken to a room
where we found out more about Macbeth; one of the
main characters from Shakespeare’s play that we are
studying.
Later on, we prayed and had our lunch by the river.
The scenery was absolutely lovely as we gazed at the
sparkling river and heard the soft sound of the River
Thames. After lunch we visited an exhibition of the
Globe Theatre, we looked at many things. These
included little models of the Globe theatre that looked
incredibly realistic, costumes that were worn during
Shakespeare’s time, some of the armour that they
used and other amazing items.
Last but certainly not least, we ended the day by
visiting the gift shop. They had incredible souvenirs on
sale and it was probably where we spent the most
time.
Amina Siddika - 10A

“Life Events-War”, Zainab Rizvi 9B

“Life Events-War”, Samira Ali 9A

Year 11 art students were fortunate to visit the Christian Louboutin exhibition
which was held in London. As part of our GCSE controlled assessment art students
were privileged to visit the newly unveiled shoes, at a rare exhibition held at the
Design Museum. As we entered the museum we stared in awe at the colourful
apparel of shoes hanging down the spiral staircase in the lobby. However, there
was more to come inside at the actual exhibition. There were hundreds of
stunning shoes on display. From faux fur to real leather there were shoes to suit
every style and taste. We had the wonderful opportunity of being able to sketch at
least 6 pieces. Students sketched a number of Louboutin creations including;
Beauty Strass, Bridget Strass, Asteroid and last but not least- Kryptonite! All in all it
was a fun day out and one we most certainly would not forget!
Rukaiya Rizvi - 11B

Parental Tip winner
To deal with adolescence you need to do
the following things:
Fight- not with your children but with their
hormones.
Hormones are tiny shaytans running into
our veins. Children are young and
vulnerable so they can't fight alone. You
need to use your wisdom with the aid of
the Quran and Sunnah.
If you listen to them, they will listen to
you (whenever a child approaches you for
a talk leave, what you are doing). You will
notice a sigh of relief coming out of them
and that is the first positive sign you will
witness. Praise them on their good work.
Avoid criticism because it flares up the
hatred in them.
Be generous in kissing, hugging and
stroking them and then enjoy their
purring towards you.

from a mother of Two
Please send you parenting tips to
k.chowdhury@azharacademy.org

On 24th January 2013 AAGS arranged for an
external speaker to talk to students about the
harmful effects of drugs and smoking. Students
were made aware of the negative impact this has
on their minds and body.
“The assembly was very informative and made
me think about the things I need to avoid”
Azaria 9 B
“We found the assembly to be very informative.
We now understand and are more aware of the
dangers posed by sheesha and other intoxicants.
Now that we are aware of this we can share the
information with others”
Faatima Khotia - 11 A

9A visited the Imperial War Museum for their Art trip. Our topic was Life
Events, which are basically important things that occur in a person’s lifetime, our focus
was War. We decided to go there to get a clearer insight and get more ideas for our
project. We left school at around 9:30 am. We caught the bus from school to Stratford
Train Station and from there we arrived at our destination.
We were amazed at the items on view at the museum. Everything you can imagine to do
with war was there, tanks, planes, weapons, armour, clothing and replicas of homes.
We sketched things that we found interesting and wrote some background information about it. We were able to see
the war vehicles that were actually used at that time - tanks, fighter jets, helicopters and submarines. They were
gigantic; literally ten times the size of me!
There was also an exhibition which showed how people at that time overcame the challenges that they faced during
the Second World War. It displayed things such as rationing, evacuation, war work, a model house, interviews, photos
and much more. It was like we had stepped into a completely different world filled with so much difficulty and fear all
the time. Looking at all this made us think how hard times were then and how lucky we are now. We also heard
recorded stories from people whose lives had been traumatised by the war.
There was also a recreation of an Anderson shelter which we all enjoyed and thought was
the best part of the trip. We had to sit inside it whilst the guide gave us some information
about The Blitz. It was very realistic, sitting in the pitch black with our benches shaking,
listening to the whistling and bangs of the falling bombs. It was an incredible experience!
Overall the trip was awesome and something that I’ll always remember. It was surprisingly
fun and we all enjoyed it. It also taught us about the enormous determination and courage
the soldiers had for the freedom of the country we live in.

Ruqaiyah Ravat 9A

“Fauvist
Flowers”,
Sumiya
Firdaus 8B

Landscape”
Zahra Abrar 8C

Loving the Prophet s
The companions longed for the warm company of Prophet Muhammad s. Children thrived in his care and
affection. His wives acknowledged him as the most tender and loving husband. His enemies sat in respectful
awe of his presence. Until the end of time his followers strive to emulate his perfect example. Muslims all
over the world love Prophet Muhammad s dearly. He is respected not only amongst the Muslims but many
non-Muslims have also extolled him for his extraordinary qualities and the message he brought with him.
Sayyiduna Abu Hurairah t narrated that the Noble Prophet s said: “I swear by Him in Whose Hand
my soul is, none of you will truly believe until I am more beloved to him than his father or
son." (Muslim)
Imam Ibn Hajar v said: "The love meant in this Hadeeth is the type which a person does willingly and as a
result of effort that is exerted, not the type which is a part of one's instinct." Imam Ibn Hajar v also said,
"This type of love is recognised and appreciated if one were to reflect. If one were to ponder on the benefit
that he has gained from the Noble Prophet s who led him out of the darkness of disbelief to the light of
belief, either directly (like for his companions) or indirectly (like those after his companions), he would
realise that the Noble Prophet s will be the cause for his eternal life of joy and happiness (in the Hereafter).
Therefore, he will realise that he has benefited more from the Noble Prophet s than anyone else. As a result,
he s deserves to be loved more than anyone else. There is no doubt that the companions of the Noble
Prophet s had the highest degree of this love, because this love is the fruit of the knowledge and awareness
of the benefit that one has gained from the Noble Prophet s and they were the most aware of this benefit."
The companion of the Noble Prophet s Sayyiduna Ali t was asked; ‘How was your love for the Messenger of
Allah?’ He replied ‘By Allah, we loved him more than our wealth, our sons, our fathers and our mothers and
more than cold water in a time of great need”. This is just to illustrate the deep yearning they had for the
Noble Prophet s.
Many are not aware of the fact that the love for the Noble Prophet s is in fact a necessary part of a Muslim's
faith without which his very belief would be considered incomplete.

Some signs that one has love for the Noble Prophet s
1) One will emulate him and apply his sunnah.
2) He will prefer and encourage what the Prophet has laid down.
3) His anger will only be for the sake of the pleasure of Allah.
4) One will yearn to meet him.
5) One will send salutations on him abundantly.
(Extract taken from Ash-Shifa of Qadi ‘Iyad)
Sayyiduna Anas t said , "I have never witnessed a day better or brighter than the day on which the
Messenger of Allah came to us; and I have never witnessed a more awful or darker day than that one which
the Messenger of Allah died on."

Apa Karima
Islamic Co-Ordinator

DIARY DATES
9th February – Seerah Conference

19th March - Gifted and Talented Competition

11th February - Gifted & Talented competition

28th March – School closes for Half Term Break

14th February – ICT Trip Yr 11 – The Crystal

8th April – Staff Inset

14th February – School Closes for Half Term Break

9th April – School re-opens for Students Summer First Half

15th February – Staff Inset

18th April – Year 9 Trip – Planetarium

18th -22nd February – Hifz Support Classes

25th April – Year 10 Trip – Planetarium

25th February – School re-opens for Spring Second Half

25th April - Year 8 Maths Challenge

5th -7th March -World Maths Day activities Years 7-10

In the Arabic
language the
word Seerah
comes from
the verb saara,
which means
to travel or to
be on a
journey.
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MUHAMMED
HALEEMA
AAMINA
ABDULLAH
ABU TALIB
UMER
ALI
BILAL
KHADIJA
FATIMA
HAFSA
CAVE HIRA
HARDSHIP
PROPHETHOOD
AISHA
TORTURE
SORROW

