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Sometimes in life you feel like you have nothing left to give, and
no matter how hard you try, there’s always something that seems

to hold you back. But pushing through the bad times, helps you
�ind success within yourself.

There’s ALWAYS someone working harder than you.
Compare yourselves with them. Don’t look at someone achieving lower than you 

and compare yourselves with them. Even if you think you’ve done all you can, 
you’re wrong. 

Everyone has motivations, dreams and goals; it just depends on how far you’re 
willing to go to get yours. Remember, success comes from being unique and 

standing out amongst the crowd.

We are ALL human. Making mistakes is part of being human.
Learning and moving forward comes from making mistakes.

Reaching your goal should be a special moment. If it wasn’t for the
hard things in your life, then you would probably have not achieved it. Knowing 

that you did everything that you could, is an honour in itself.

Don’t let people underestimate you. When someone tells you that
you can’t do something, show them that you can.

“The world always gives you a second chance. It’s called
tomorrow.”

Khadija Tafader – Year 8A

                                                                          

Never Give Up



And your Lord inspired to the bee, "Take for 
yourself among the mountains, houses, and 
among the trees and [in] that which they 
construct.

Then eat from all the fruits and follow the ways 
of your Lord laid down [for you]." There      
emerges from their bellies a drink, varying in 
colours, in which there is healing for people. 
Indeed in that is a sign for a people who give 
thought.

This verse of the Qur’an talks about the              
importance of the bee, and links with a hadith 
of the messenger of Allah SAW:

“By the One in whose hand is the soul of               
Muhammad, the believer is like a bee which eats 
that which is pure and wholesome and lays that 
which is pure and wholesome. When it lands on 
something it does not break or ruin it.”

(Narrated by Imam Ahmad on the authority of 
`Abdullah bin `Amr).

In 5th Year Qur’an translation, we learnt about 
the many lessons and pearls of wisdom we can 
attain from the humble honey bee, so let us 
re�lect:

The honey bee only eats from �lowers which 
are tayyib (pure and wholesome). It is not 
attracted to repulsive things, unlike other 
insects. Likewise, the believer only eats that 
which is pure and wholesome.

When a honey bee lands on a �lower, it hovers 
over the �lower, out of fear of harming or       
hurting the �lower in any way. In the same way, 
as believers, we should be very wary of how we 
are with others.

The honey bee never goes to a �lower or plant 
that has already been pollinated by another 
bee, which teaches us that we should always 
wish well for others.

Also, the honey bee never takes more than it 
gives, teaching us that we should not only 
worry about what we can gain for ourselves, 
but think about how we can be there to support 
those around us instead.

Finally, if a honey bee ends up harming         
somebody, it ends up harmed (dying) out of 
regret.

So, as believers, let us learn from and try our 
best to be like the bee InshAllaah!

Shilpa Khanom – Year 11G                                                                                                                           

And Your Lord Inspired to the Bee
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Have you not considered how Allah presents 
an example, [making] a good word like a 
good tree, whose root is �irmly �ixed and its 
branches [high] in the sky? (14:24)

In Surat Ibrahim Allah compares a GOOD 
WORD to a GOOD TREE. It is �irm, which means 
that it can’t be uprooted or blown away. Its 
branches are high in the sky, which means that 
it reaches for Allah and for paradise. It bears a 
lot of fruit, which means that there are many 
good results for many people as a result of a 
good statement. 

If we contemplate this comparison, we will 
realise that it perfectly corresponds to the tree 
of Tawhid whose roots are �ixed in the heart (of 
a believer), whose branches comprising of 
good deeds, are raised high in the sky (and) 
continuing to provide the fruits of good deeds 
depending on the �irmness and well-establish-
ment of Tawhid in the heart – the level of love 
that a heart has for it, the level of                              
understanding of its reality and truths – and 
the level to which a person is appropriately 
mindful of the rights (of the deed).

                                                                                                                                                                                         

Allah also informs us that the result of a good 
word is a good deed for the person who utters 
it at all times. This is because whenever a 
believer testi�ies and utters the word of Tawhid 
while knowing its true meaning and reality – 
what it con�irms and negates and encapsulates 
his heart – he is rewarded, for indeed, the roots 
of this word are �irmly entrenched in his heart 
and its branches are connected to the sky, 
yielding fruit all the time.

Reference: Paragons of the Qur’an by Ibn 
Qayyim al Jawziyyah Pages 74-76

                                                                                                                                                                 

Lessons from the Qur’an
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On 18th June 2017, we held our annual             
Ramadhan Iftar event- with a twist. Aside from 
our usual coming together to share spiritual 
reminders, re�lect on moments from the lives 
of our pious predecessors and picking up tips 
on how to make the most of the last few nights, 
we merged our event along with The Great Get 
Together 2017.

The Great Get Together Weekend was in 
memory of the murder of Jo Cox MP on 16th 
June 2016. The themes of the weekend includ-
ed public service, gratitude, unity and peace. 
These themes not only resonate with members 
of the public but very much resonates with us 
as British Muslims.

                                                                                                                                                                                         

Ramadhan gave us the perfect opportunity to 
reach out to neighbours and strengthen rela-
tionships. Eating together is one of the most 
natural and well established ways of develop-
ing deeper friendships and, in our experience, 
there is no better way of breaking barriers than 
by inviting people to share a meal.

“We are far more united and have far more in 
common than that which divides us”- Jo Cox, in 
her �irst speech to parliament.

Other highlights of the Iftar included:

•  A charity auction, which raised over £800 for 
the school- well done attendees!

•  Zakat session, for those wanting to calculate 
and learn more about this important pillar

•  Links to a Muslim bereavement support 
service- serving the Muslim community by 
supporting them in times of grief after suffer-
ing bereavement, (mbss.org.uk)

Apa Shabana Nakhuda – RE CurriculumLead
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An honest personality should be engraved into 
every single Muslim. Striving to be an honest 
person is the foundation of a successful life, not 
just in this world, but also the hereafter. 

First and foremost being honest with ourselves 
is crucial in every relationship we hold, be it 
with our parents, teachers or friends; no rela-
tion can be built sturdily on the base of lies and 
falsehood. This could mean simply telling our 
parents the truth about where we are going 
and whom we are going with; when we plan 
outings; or perhaps about a problem we are 
facing at school. 

Lying to our family members about anything is 
the same as being disobedient to them, and we 
must refrain from being sinful for such things. 
Similarly, we should always be honest with our 
teachers, for instance telling them the truth 
when our homework is incomplete. As I am 
very sure, that if our teachers found out about 
our lies later on, they would be disappointed.

Bear in the mind the following hadith:

“Truthfulness leads to righteousness and 
righteousness leads to paradise”
(Sahih Muslim)

So if this quality of being truthful and honest is 
not part of our personalities, how will we attain 
closeness to Allah (SWT)?

                                                                                                                                                                                         

Finally, I would like to share the following story 
with you:

 A king in the Far East was growing old and 
thought it was about time he chose a successor. 
So he gathered four boys from the village and 
announced that one of them would be chosen 
to continue ruling the land as king. The king 
gave each boy a seed and told them each to 
nurture it and let it grow for some time until 
the following year, whereupon their plants 
would be judged by the king. 

So each of the village boys planted their seeds 
and began to nourish them. One of the young-
est boys of the group thought he had killed his 
seed as after nurturing it for more than six 
weeks, it hadn’t even grow a sprout! Whilst the 
other village boys’ seeds had grown into trees 
and wonderful �lowers. 

The day had �inally arrived to meet the king 
with their plants. The youngest boy whose 
plant had not grown was very nervous, but his 
mother told him to just be honest about his 
seed.

All the boys had gathered with their tropical 
and exotic plants and trees, whilst the youngest 
boy’s plant pot was barren. The king observed 
every plant and called the youngest boy up to 
him then announced, “This young boy will be 
the next heir to the throne!” Everyone gasped 
in shock and surprise. Some of the villagers 
even laughed at this young boy, but the king 
went on to explain, “Last year I gave each boy a 
boiled seed which could not grow, and all of 
you replaced the seeds with new ones out of 
fear, except this young boy, so he will be the 
next king due to his courage and honesty.”

This story sheds light on the result of being 
an honest person; the outcomes will always 
be positive and rewarding, so never fear 
speaking the truth!

Shair Bano - Year 11G
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Being Honest
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My �irst year at Azhar Academy was an                
opportunity since we learn things we will 
never learn elsewhere. Well mine is a phenom-
enal experience!

Here are my top tips on surviving at school;  

- Crayons to make your day bright and cheerful

- Erasers to remind you that everyone makes 
mistakes

- Paperclips to hold us together 

- Tipp-ex to correct your wrongs

- Rubber bands to remind you to be �lexible

- Tissues to wipe away tears- yours and theirs

- Glue sticks to bond friendship together

- Push pins to help you push through your 
battles

- Batteries to energise yourself

- Life savers for when it’s one of those days 

- Decorations to keep you cool when the pres-
sure is on

- Touch of light to remind you there is light in 
every person 

Tasnim Sultana – Year  7A

Top Tips
Surviving Year 7

My life in year 7! Well if someone asked, “How 
is it going?” This is what I would say:

My life in year 7 so far- well there have been a 
few ups and downs, but my lovely friends have 
helped me along the way. 

The teachers have been really helpful and 
caring. The administrators have been really 
busy keeping the school together, making 
phone calls and writing letters and organising 
events. But most of all, the Headteacher has 
been really careful and kind. She cares for all 
the students, even if they are naughty and if 
they caused her any trouble. The Headteacher 
deals with it and at the end of the day she has a 
smile on her face- we all do too! When that 
stabbing incident happened, she called for an 
emergency meeting to tell us, and ask us to be 
careful when we are leaving. Some people may 
not appreciate her but we should. 

My classmates are caring, like if I block my ears 
because they are being loud, someone would 
notice and tell everyone else and they would be 
quiet. 

I know this hasn’t been about my whole life in 
year 7 but it is part of my life in year 7.           
Everyone I have mentioned played a huge part 
in my life. 

Zahra Bint Afzal Asghar – Year 7G
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My life in 7G



On Wednesday 12th July, Azhar Academy 
hosted a come-back of one of their most 
favourite annual events. Sports Day. For most of 
our students, this was their �irst ever Sports 
Day whilst being in Azhar

As it was the �irst Sports Day after many years, 
the planning team wanted to make it as fun as 
possible

We held the day at Crickers�ield Sports Club 
which fortunately provided us with a large 
amount of space to hold all our activities. On 
the day the girls arrived in spirit , decked out in 
clothes that supported their team colour and 
created a really positive atmosphere. The 
sports day involved a lot of various activities for 
both solo and team participants. There was a 
100m race, javelin and obstacle courses. The 
students really showed their competitive side 
in the tournaments, such as a dodge ball and 
particularly enjoyed tug of war.

Overall, it was a good outcome and hopefully 
we can have just as much fun in our next sports 
day.

Last but not least, congratulations to our win-
ning team of 2017: the Blue team!
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My name is Dhiyaa Hayaat and I am in year 10. 
I am going to be sharing with you the experi-
ence of my �irst sports day Azhar Academy 
sports day.

When I reached the venue my excitement over-
took myself. The atmosphere was consumed 
by an air of competition and exhilaration. I was 
very eager and couldn’t wait to start. Once we 
had the teams sorted we started playing vari-
ous games and relentlessly competing against 
each other in our house team, made visible 
through our Hijaabs, tops and banners. My 
personal favourite was the obstacle course 
which consisted of skipping running hurdles 
and a hula hoop. 

The highlight of the day was when we all unex-
pectedly had a water �ight.  It was nice seeing all 
the teachers join in the fun and loosen up with 
us. Overall it was a blast and on behalf of the 
whole school we are already counting the days 
for our next one.

Dhiyaa Hayaat

Sports Day 2017
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